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When Do Vehicles Require Title?

As of October 25, 2023

All vehicles 25 years old or less are subject to Maine Title requirements.

A vehicle older than 25 years, motorcycles/mopeds under 300 cc’s, special/special 
mobile equipment and trailers 3000 lbs. or less (empty weight) are exempt from Maine 

Title requirements.

As of January 1, 2024, however, title applications for model years 1998 and older will no longer be 
processed by the Bureau.   The chart below shows when certain model years become exempt from title 
requirements at which time the Bureau will not process applications.

    Calendar Year  Model Exempt Year 

   January 1, 2024   1998 

   January 1, 2025   1999 

   January 1, 2026   2000 

   January 1, 2027   2001 

   January 1, 2028   2002 



Owner Title Holding States

Several states mail titles directly to owners, even though a title may list a lien 
holder.

 Kansas       Missouri

 Kentucky       Montana

 Maryland       New York

 Michigan       South Dakota

 Minnesota



Customers moving to the State of Maine from one of those
 non-lien holding states and trading in their vehicle

A title and released lien must be in hand, if applicable, to sell, trade, or 
register a vehicle.

Please, remember, the lien holder does not hold the title in these states!

If they do not have the title, they must obtain a duplicate from that state 
before they can sell, register, or apply for title in Maine.



Vehicles from other Title Jurisdictions

New Hampshire ~ Title required for model year 2000 and newer

Rhode Island ~ Title required for all model years (Beginning 01/01/2024)

Vermont ~ Title required for all model years (Beginning 01/01/2024)

Connecticut ~ 20-year Title State



Memorandum Titles
Who issues these?

Connecticut

Kansas (Trucks & Commercial 
Vehicles Only)

Missouri

Pennsylvania

South Carolina

District of Columbia

Massachusetts

Ohio

Rhode Island (as of 11/7/03)

Texas

West Virginia

Remember, the 

State of Maine 

will not accept 

Memorandum 

Titles as proof 

of ownership!



What is A Memorandum Title?

A Memorandum 
Title is a non-
negotiable title 
issued when the 
owner of a vehicle 
moves to a state 
that issues 
Memorandum 
Titles and the out 
of state title is held 
by the lienholder 
and not 
surrendered to that 
state at time of 
registration. 



New motor vehicles and trailers, delivered

in Maine by the manufacturer or 

franchise dealer, must execute and 

deliver to an agent or franchised 

dealer, a Certificate of Origin.

Certificate of Origin

 MCO

A Certificate of Origin or MCO

is the birth certificate for a new vehicle.

When a new vehicle is sold, the ownership 

of the vehicle must be assigned to the 

buyer on the back of the MCO and the 

document must be submitted to the State 

within 30 days with the title application.



Manufacturer’s Certificate of Origin
MCO



Monroney  Label
(Window Sticker)

● The customer will 
need the Moroney 
Label when 
registering the 
vehicle.  The town 
office will use this 
to calculate the 
Manufacturer 
Suggested Retail 
Price (MSRP) for 
excise tax. 



Using the Moroney Label to Calculate 
MSRP

EQUALS MSRP

This is the amount that goes in 

box 5 on the title application!

Total Vehicle Price  $23,145

Less Destination   - $795
 
Equals MSRP       $22,350

Manufacturer Suggested 
Retail Price (MSRP) is 
calculated by using the

Total Vehicle Price

Less The             
Destination Charge



NEW vs USED

“Used motor vehicle” 
means a motor vehicle 
that has been registered 
at least once or is not 
covered by a 
manufacturer's new car 
warranty. 

29-A  M.R.S.A. § 851 (12)

When a dealer sells a new vehicle, 

the assignment of ownership is 

made on the back of the MCO or 

on an MVT-16 attached to the 

MCO. The back of the title should 

be used before using an MVT-16. If 

using an MVT-16 the dealer must 

close the back of the title for 

example writing "See MVT-16"

When selling a used vehicle that is 

a model year less than 25 years old, 

the assignment of ownership is 

made on the reverse of the current 

title or on an MVT-16 attached to 

the current title.



Transfer of Ownership
MVT-1

●  Verify vehicle ownership!

● Initiate vehicle transfers for vehicles 
1999 and newer on the reverse side of 
the Title  (MVT-1) 

● Enter the purchaser(s) name and address 
and date of the sale

● Accurate current mileage MUST be 
recorded on the transfer even if the title 
is mileage exempt

● Seller(s) name, signature(s), address and 
date of the sale (if two owners are listed 
on the current title, both must sign)

● Lienholder's information-Be sure to 
include unique lienholder identification 
number if lender participates in ELT

● Signature of purchaser(s)



Transfer of Ownership using an
MVT-16

Angela Smith

78



Application for Certificate of Title
MVT-2 is required to be submitted by all Maine Dealers on behalf of the customer!

All highlighted white boxes are required to be completed and signatures of all purchasers are required.  Only original 
applications are acceptable; photocopies will be rejected.

● The Application fee is $33 for normal 
processing of 2 weeks from date of 
receipt in Title Production Unit excluding 
mail time.  Dealers may contact the Titles 
unit if they wish to purchase pre-validated 
title applications.

● An additional $10 for an EXPEDITED 
(RUSH).  Processing is 3-5 business days 
excluding mail time

● Dealerships and Financial Institutions 
must submit an application to Motor 
Vehicles within 30 days of the sale or start 
of approved lien.

● After 30 days, there is a $50 late fee per 
application and this is a violation  under 
Title 29A,  §654

 A. Violation of this subsection is a traffic infraction 
when the application is delivered to the Secretary of State more 
than 30 days but less than 90 days after the date of sale. 

 B. Violation of this subsection is a Class E crime 
when the application has not been delivered to the Secretary of 
State 90 days or more after the date of sale



Must be submitted by Maine dealers with multiple applications.

MVT-56

● This form must be fully 
completed. Available on-
line for download.

● Not required when pre-
validated applications are 
submitted.



Odometer Information
MVT-32

Dealers are required to enter an 
accurate mileage reading on the 
title application even if the title is 
mileage exempt.  The MVT-32 is 
used when a questionable odometer 
reading occurs on the MVT-2 or 
when an odometer is non-
functional and replaced. 

The MVT-32 provides areas to note 
what the odometer reading was 
when it stopped working, how 
many miles were driven while the 
odometer was  not working, and if 
the odometer was repaired or 
replaced, what the new one was set 
at.



Additional Title Forms to Use in Unique Situations

MVT-5 Affidavit of Repossession may be submitted to show repossession instead of the 
repossession being executed on the back of the title.  This must be notarized.

MVT-8 Duplicate Title Application may be completed to request a replacement title when 
taking a vehicle in trade.  The new title may be mailed to the Dealer’s address if completed.  If 
there is a current lien in the BMV system, the Dealer will need to obtain a lien release prior to a 
new title being issued.

MVT-3 Request for Withdrawal may be used when a Dealer wishes to cancel the transaction.  
The title fee is non-refundable.  The transaction may not be cancelled if the vehicle has been 
registered to the applicant.

MVT-10 Vehicle Identification Inspection may be used if the vin is questionable or if the 
vehicle is being imported from another country.

MVT-22 Affidavit of Surviving Spouse or Personal Representative is used when death of an 
owner listed on the title has occurred.

Dealers should contact the Titles Department at 624-9000 extension 52138 for assistance 
with any of the above processes.



● Legislation requires 
Insurance Companies to 
obtain Salvage Titles for total 
loss vehicles prior to 
transferring them.

● The Secretary of State 
requires this application for a 
Salvage Title for any total 
loss, even if the owner retains 
the salvage.

● A Salvage Dealer is obligated 
to file an application on 
behalf of the customer when 
a whole salvage vehicle is 
purchased.

● Remember:  The insurance 
company must act on the 
application within 30 days of 
its receipt.

Application for Certificate of Salvage

MVT-102



•  If a vehicle has been declared a total loss by an insurance company or vehicle owner, an MVT-103 
form must be completed by the repairer to list repairs on the vehicle.

•  List the parts used to replace or repair the damaged ones as (N) new, (U) used, or (R) repaired.

•  Copies of the bill of sale or invoice for new parts must be sent in with the MVT-103 form.

•  When repairing the vehicle with used parts, list the VIN number from the “parts” vehicle, as well as 
the Title State, Title Number and Date Title Surrendered.

• If 1-4 component parts are replaced, the vehicle will be coded “Rebuilt” on the title.

•  If 5 or more component parts have been replaced, “Rebuilt Salvage” will be coded on the title.

•  If the vehicle has been declared totaled and no parts were replaced, but the vehicle was repaired, an 
MVT-103 must be completed by the repairer, “Repaired” will be coded on the title.

Part B of the MVT-103 must be completed to show the Disposition of a Salvage Vehicle and mailed along 
with the title from any vehicle that has been scrapped, Compressed, Destroyed, or Dismantled

The MVT-103 must be used when surrendering titles.

Affidavit of Rebuilt or Repaired Salvage Vehicle

MVT-103



Notification of scrapped vehicle by recycler. 

MVT-54

The MVT-54 is used to report 
vehicles that have been 
scrapped by a recycler.



Certificate of Destruction

● The Maine Bureau of Motor Vehicles will not title a vehicle that has been 
previously titled in another state as a Certificate of Destruction, Non-
Repairable, Parts-Only, Junk, Scrap or equivalent brand. 

● The vehicle may be used as a “Parts” vehicle to repair other vehicles but may 
not be titled in Maine.



Requesting Forms

Dealers needing forms should complete 
the MVT-44 and mail or fax it to Title 
Services at 207-624-9254.  All forms are 
free of cost except the pre-validated title 
applications.   If requesting pre-validated 
applications, include a credit card 
payment slip with your order. 

Allow two weeks for processing in 
addition to mail time.



● An MVT-12 can be used by 
the Lien Holder to show a 
release of lien when it cannot 
be released on the face of the 
title or in the case where a 
Certificate of Lien has been 
lost or destroyed.

● Authorized Agent information 
must be legible, and position 
listed.

● Once the Lien (s) is released 
by all Lien Holders, the 
Vehicle is Free of 
Encumbrances and able to be 
transferred.

Release of Lien     
MVT-12



Maine Certificate of Title
 issued 

October 1, 1996  thru  January 31, 1999

     MVT-1



Changes to the Maine State
Certificate of Title 

MVT-1

Feb. 1, 1999  to  June 2015
Oct. 1, 1996 to Jan 31, 1999



Maine Certificate of Title
 issued 

February 1, 1999  to June 2015 

     MVT-1



Maine Certificate of Title

Issued

June 2015 to April 2019



Maine Certificate of Title

Issued

April 2019 to Current

     MVT-1



Certificate of Salvage Title

❖ Collision Damage

❖ Water Damage

❖ Theft

❖ Fire Damage

❖ Comprehensive



• M.R.S.A Title 29-A Chapter 7.

• Secretary of State Rules and Regulations Chapter 102.

 

Please refer to the following for additional 
guidance:
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